PRESS RELEASE: Cross Overs - Cois Cladaigh

St Fin Barre's Cathedral- Friday 4th May, 7.30 pm

This year’s concert in St Fin Barre’s Cathedral sees the unique combination of Cois Cladaigh Chamber Choir (Ireland) together with special guests Deirbhile Ní Bhrolcháin(Sean-Nós singer) and Jazz Saxophonist Bertrand Huvé. 'Cross-Overs' interweaves main-stream choral repertoire with jazz and traditional music (à la Hilliard Ensemble and Jan Garbarek) in a concert which fuses diverse musical traditions to form a new and startling sound.

Cois Cladaigh are a Galway-based mixed voice choir and while their repertoire is mostly Rennaissance and Contemporary music, the choir specialises in Irish choral music. The choir is 25 years old this year and have toured widely in Europe and regularly commission new works. This year will be their 24th year to attend the Cork International Choral Festival.

Cois Cladaigh celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2007 and the highlight of celebrations will be the visit to Ireland by the Estonian Philharmonic Chamber Choir in September. This is a choir of exceptionally high standards and is the foremost ensemble performing music by the Estonian composer Arvo Pärt. 

Since its foundation Cois Cladaigh has travelled widely through Ireland and has made a number of foreign tours, including Italy, France, Belgium, Portugal, Holland, Boston, Czech Republic, Germany and Spain and has plans for visits to Estonia in October 2007 as well as to Iceland, May 2009. 

Bertrand Huvé was awarded his saxophone diploma in 1993 from the school of music of Fougeres, Brittany. He has played in several different bands in the Rennes area and directed the Jazz Band de Fougeres for two years. In 2000, he moved to Ireland and began playing with the Black Magic Big Band in which he still plays. He has played with a number of different ensembles in Galway including classical orchestras. 

Sean Nós singer Deirbhile Ní Bhrolcháin has had an interest in music from an early age, singing traditional Irish songs in feiseanna learnt from her mother as a child while also developing a very eclectic taste in music. Deirbhile studied music in Cork, with traditional voice as main instrument, and has sung with Cois Cladaigh, Galway Baroque Singers and the Irish Youth Choir.
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