PRESS RELEASE: Ethnic Voices – Dona Rosa & Huun Huur Tu

Cork City Hall - Thursday 3rd May 2007, 8pm
Cork International Choral Festival is pleased to once again present our Ethnic Voices concert, an evening showcasing the very best in modern interpretation of folk vocal styles. Making a welcome return for this year, the concert combines the utterly unique and compelling sounds of two very distinct vocal traditions.

The first half of this programme features the haunting and inimitable voice of Dona Rosa performing her own special brand of Portuguese Fado, with traditional accompaniment. The essential element of Fado is 'Saudade', a Portuguese word translating roughly as 'longing', or nostalgia for unrealised dreams. In Dona Rosa, Fado has found a new voice.   

On their return visit to Cork, don't miss the opportunity to hear Huun-Huur-Tu's astonishing throat-singing, as they perform 'old and forgotten songs' from their native Tuva.  They are profoundly mysterious sounds; the traditional, ritual laryngeal chants of the Central Asian Land of Tuva. With this unique song technique, the singers from the steppe develop an enthralling sound which is multilayered, rich in undertones and overtones. Something that is no longer a mystery, however, is this Tuvan quartet whose world-wide success has made them an established name in international world music, thanks to their concerts, tours and projects of traditional throat-singing. 

What the Press have to say:
DONA ROSA
"It's an earthy and organic voice, drenched in the saudade (yearning) born of a lifetime's struggle for survival and acceptance, and it's a voice that is both enchanting and moving"
-FOLK ROOTS MAGAZINE

HUUN HUUR TU
"From the tiny central Asian republic of Tuva comes a quartet of the world's most renowned musical renegades...The group is also Tuva's unofficial cultural ambassador, sharing with the world the unusual musical traditions from their small patch of land nestled between Siberia and Mongolia..." 
 - DETROIT METRO TIMES
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