PRESS RELEASE: Evocations - The Calmus Ensemble
Cathedral of St. Mary & St. Anne (North Cathedral), Cork

Friday 4th May, 10.30pm
It began with the place: Leipzig. The Saxon metropolis of music is not only home to the famous Gewandhaus but also a fertile cultural ground for other musical development. The long distinguished Thomasschule is a particularly abundant source of multifaceted vocal endeavors. One of the fruits of Leipzig's recent past, the Calmus Ensemble, was formed in 1999.

Five former members of the St. Thomas Boys' Choir became a vocal quintet right after graduating. They soon had success performing concerts all over Germany. When they decided to become more flexible in their choice of repertoire, however, something was missing: the female touch in the upper register. So they searched and soon found Anja Lipfert. Since 2001 she has crowned the Ensemble's sound with her bright soprano voice, cultivated in her years in the MDR Kinderchor (Children's Choir of the Middle German State Radio Network) and which continues to be developed at the Leipzig Conservatory.

The recipe for their success is actually quite simple: a joy in singing and complete vocal professionalism. As they expanded the breadth of their range, the repertoire of the Calmus Ensemble was also expanded and its stylistic variety is almost unlimited. Whether it be music of the Gregorian period, of Machaut, Palestrina, Bach, Verdi or contemporary sacred music, or on the other hand the great variety of profane music extending from madrigals to folksongs or rock - these singers from Leipzig are at home in all styles but add their own personal touch as well. Not limiting themselves to traditional repertoire, they have a series of their own arrangements as well as commissioned works in their repertoire. Apart from a cappella music, they take active interest in breaking down barriers in the periods from the Baroque to experimental Jazz. 

************************************************ENDS************************************************

For immediate release

For further information please contact Press Officer Pauline Matthews 087 7990717, the Festival Office on 021 4215125  or see our website at www.corkchoral.ie
Cork International Choral Festival

T: 021 4215125   F: 021 4215122   e:info@corkchoral.ie   W:www.corkchoral.ie
