PRESS RELEASE:

53rd Cork International Choral Festival

May 2nd – 6th
Now in its 53rd year, The Cork International Choral Festival is once again set to welcome choirs from across the world, as thousands of participants bring the city to life over the May bank holiday weekend.
“For five days in May, Cork will resound to the best of choral music, as this year’s festival presents a truly exciting programme” says Festival Director John Fitzpatrick. “From Renaissance to Rock, Classical to Contemporary, Ethnic to Eccentric, and Sacred to Swing, our wide-ranging programme caters for all tastes, and features many really special groups.”
The Gala concerts at this year’s Choral Festival reflect this diversity, kicking off in style on May 2nd with the Opening Concert 'Sonata to Salsa' by the world famous Swingle Singers; an a cappella group made up of eight young singers who continue a fine singing tradition that was started over forty years ago. What started out as vocal exercise by a group of freelance session singers working in Paris in the early sixties – providing the background oo’s and ah’s behind people like Charles Asnavour and Edith Piaf – became the signature style of the group. The Swingle Singers has had many incarnations in the intervening decades, but the combination of startling arrangements, thrilling choreography and skilful vocal percussion remains every bit as fresh and unique today and has earned them worldwide acclaim.

Making a welcome return for 2007 is the Ethnic Voices concert, which this year combines the utterly unique and compelling sounds of two very distinct vocal traditions. Dona Rosa’s haunting voice brings her own inimitable twist to traditional Portuguese Fado singing. As part of the same concert and on their return visit to Cork, don't miss the opportunity to hear the enthralling, multilayered sound of Huun-Huur-Tu's astonishing throat-singing, as they perform 'old and forgotten songs' from their native Tuva.  The profoundly mysterious sounds of this unique vocal technique have brought the Central Asian quartet world-wide success and made them an established name in international world music. 

Friday May 4th is cathedrals’ evening, with 'Cross-Overs', taking place at 7.30pm in St Fin Barre's Cathedral followed by 'Evocations' at 10.30pm in the North Cathedral. 'Cross-Overs' presents Cois Cladaigh Chamber Choir (Ireland) together with special guests Deirbhile Ní Bhrolcháin(sean-nós singer) and jazz saxophonist Bertrand Huvé in a concert interweaving main-stream choral repertoire with jazz and traditional music.  'Evocations' has become a much-loved Choral Festival event, presenting choral music with an atmosphere all of its own in this late-night concert. This year gives audiences the opportunity to hear one of Europe's most outstanding young vocal quintets, The Calmus Ensemble, who will present a programme of vocal music spanning three centuries. 

The Choral Festival is of course a competitive platform, with 75 choirs from throughout Ireland competing in the National Competitions and international choirs competing for the highly prestigious Fleischmann International Trophy. Nine countries are represented this year, with Belarus, Canada, Czech Republic, Finland, Ireland, Norway, Poland, Sweden and the U.S.A all taking part. Get a taste of this year’s programme at any of the many free public performances, with international choirs giving informal performances across the city in venues such as the Paul Street Shopping Centre, Mahon Point, the City Library and the Cork Vision Centre over the duration of the festival. Norwegian choir Nidaros will perform a free afternoon concert in St Mary’s Church on Pope’s Quay at 3pm on Saturday 5th. Or just soak up some of the colour on Saturday May 5th while browsing the stalls of local produce at the Festival Food Fair on the boardwalk of Lapps Quay outside the Clarion Hotel, with choral performances throughout the day. The Festival Club at the Clarion also makes a welcome return, as Note Perfect host a weekend of singing and celebration on Saturday and Sunday night, from 10pm ‘til late.
The Education Programme kicks off on Wednesday May 2nd as students from Bishopstown Community School, St. Aidan's Community College Dublin Hill, Loreto Secondary School Fermoy, Coláiste Choilm Ballincollig and Regina Mundi College take part in the 10th year of the hugely successful Composers in the Classroom Seminar. This scheme offers music students and their teachers the opportunity to work with professional composers throughout the school year. Composers in Residence for 2007 are Irene Buckley, Ann Cleare, Louise McCarthy and John Spillane. Over the following days almost 200 national school pupils and 1200 secondary school students will travel from throughout the island of Ireland to take part in a range of competitions. 

Booking for the 53rd Cork International Choral Festival can be done through the Box Office of the Cork Opera House on 021 4270022, or www.corkoperahouse.ie . For full programme details of this year’s festival please visit www.corkchoral.ie
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