PRESS RELEASE: Opening Concert - The Swingle Singers

Sonata to Salsa, Cork City Hall Wednesday 2nd May 2007, 8pm

This year's festival opens with Sonata to Salsa, a concert performance by one of the leading groups in the world of a cappella. The Swingle Singers have to be experienced live, where the combination of startling arrangements, thrilling choreography and skilful vocal percussion really do create the illusion that you're hearing a lot more than just the eight people onstage.

There are few music lovers in the world who haven't heard the name The Swingle Singers. Since the release of their ground-breaking debut album Jazz Sébastien Bach in 1963, this eight-voice a cappella group has performed in every continent and on the world's most famous stages, sustaining over four decades a level of international popularity beyond the dreams of its founder, American born Ward Swingle. What started out as vocal exercise by a group of freelance session singers working in Paris in the early sixties – providing the background oo’s and ah’s behind people like Charles Asnavour and Edith Piaf – became the signature style of the group.

The current line-up of young, gorgeous and talented singers is, of course, several incarnations of "Swingles" older than the original team - Ward Swingle affectionately refers to them as his "grandchildren" - so, although their programme will usually include some tribute to the original French group with traditional swung Bach, audiences will also be treated to more modern compositions and arrangements, enhanced by dazzling choreography and lighting. The beauty is that whatever the repertoire, the sound remains unmistakeably the Swingle Singers.
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